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NEWSFILE
Six politicians with a Howard 
connection were voted in to  office 
la s t November — in  N orth  Car­
olina, the  D istric t of Columbia, 
M aryland, M ississippi and 
Oklahoma.
In  N orth  Carolina, Ib rry  San­
ford, a How ard tru s te e  and  p res i­
dent em eritu s  of Duke U niversity, 
was elected to  the  U.S. Senate. He 
form erly  served as N orth  Caro­
lina’s governor from  1961 to  1965.
In  the  D istric t of Columbia, law 
a lu m n u s David C. Clarke w as re ­
elected to  a  second te rm  as c h a ir­
m an  of the  Council of the  D istrict 
of Columbia.
In  M aryland, law a lu m n i Alex­
ander W illiams and  Is iah  Leggett 
were elected to  key positions in  
P rince George’s and  M ontgom ery 
counties. W illiam s becam e the  
f irs t Black s ta te ’s a tto rn e y  in  
P rince George’s and  Leggett w on a 
seat on th e  M ontgom ery C ounty 
Council, also a  firs t. Both are  fac­
u l ty  m em bers a t the  law  school.
In  M ississippi, Mike Espy, an  
a lu m n u s of the  College of Liberal 
A rts, became the  f ir s t  Black U.S. 
Congressm an from  th a t  s ta te  
since R econstruction .
In Oklahoma, law  school a lum na  
Vickie Miles LaGrange w on elec­
tion  to  the  State Senate.
The university mourns th e  loss 
of Edw ard W H aw thorne, the  v i­
s ionary  sc ien tis t/ed u ca to r who 
was dean of the  G raduate School of 
A rts  and  Sciences.
H aw thorne died October 7 of 
pneum onia and  re sp ira to ry  
fa ilu re , following a long strugg le  
w ith  a progressively  degenerating 
sp inal condition, the  legacy of a 
childhood bou t w ith  polio.
Confined to  a w heelchair since 
the  mid-1970s, he w as “a  m an  of in ­
dom itable w ill, ten ac ity  and 
s tren g th , w ho courageously  and 
co n sis ten tly  ignored h is  physical 
handicap and  con tinued  to  s trive  
for excellence,” in  th e  w ords of 
Howard P residen t Jam es E. Cheek. 
“He never lost s ig h t of or deviated 
from  th is  goal and  all w ho w orked 
w ith  h im  w ere in sp ired  and  m oti­
vated to  em ulate h is  noble 
qualities.”
H aw thorne w as also know n as a 
m an  who had no h es ita tio n  abou t 
speaking  h is  m in d —even if  i t  
rubbed  some people the  w rong 
way. E xplain ing  th is  t ra i t ,  he once 
said, “I w as tra in ed  in  th e  sci­
ences, was tra in ed  to  question  and 
probe in to  the  possib ilities of 
t r u th  as a day-to-day fact of life. It 
has n o th in g  to  do w ith  p e rso n ­
alities. So if  I don’t  th in k  I’ll agree 
w ith  you, I’ll te ll you. I’ll say, 
‘Nooo, th a t  doesn’t  m ake any  
sense.’ All I ever said  was I reserve 
the  r ig h t to  m ake m y s ta tem en t 
and a fte r  th a t  w hatever we decide, 
I’ll w ork w ith  you as fa r  as I can.
B ut don’t  p u t  a m uzzle on me. I 
can’t  s tan d  that.” (New Directions, 
J a n u a ry  1983.)
H aw thorne w as in  m any  w ays a 
Howard c rea tu re . He grew  up  n ear 
the  cam pus, a  self-described “fac­
u lty  brat,” w hose s tep fa th e r was a 
professor of m edicine a t the  u n i ­
versity. He w ent on to  e a rn  tw o de­
grees from  Howard, a  B.S. in  1941 
and M.D. in  1946; th e n  w ent on to  
ea rn  tw o m ore degrees from  the  
U n iversity  of Illino is a t Chicago, 
an  M.S. in  physiology in  1949 and  a 
Ph.D., also in  physiology in  1951. 
That year he re tu rn e d  to  Howard 
as an  associate professor of phys­
iology and w as to  rem ain  a fix tu re  
on the  cam pus for 35 years. (“I’m 
so rt of like th e  m an  w ho came to  
d in n e if he u sed  to  joke.)
He became head of the  d e p a rt­
m ent of physiology, a s s is ta n t 
dean, associate dean  and  rese a rc h  
professor in  th e  College of Medi­
cine and in  1974 becam e dean of 
the  G raduate School of A rts  and 
Sciences, th e n  a  new  organ iza­
tional entity.
All the  w hile, he con tinued  to  
p u rsu e  w h a t w as perhaps h is  f irs t 
love: research . His s tu d ies  on the  
defin ition  of the  geom etric and  dy­
nam ic shape changes th a t  occur 
d u rin g  a  single hea rtb ea t, for in ­
stance, w ere pioneering efforts 
th a t  a re  s ti l l  c ited  by leading car­
diovascular physiologists today. 
The state-of-the-art card iovascu lar 
re sea rch  lab o ra to ry  he developed 
for su ch  s tud ies  a ttrac ted  and 
tra in ed  m any  of th e  Black car­
diovascular physiologists now 
practic ing  across the  country.
As dean of the  G raduate School 
of A rts  and  Sciences, i t  w as n a tu ­
ra l th a t  he should  em phasize the
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4 value of research , w h ich  he once 
described as “a personal vendetta  
aga in st ignorance.” U nder h is  lead­
ership, rese a rc h  fu n d in g  c h a n ­
neled in to  the  school increased  
and the  school grew  to offer some 
50 p rogram s of g raduate  study, 
w ith  th e  Ph.D. aw arded in  25 
fields.
U nderlying all h is  ac tiv itie s  at 
the  un iversity , m any believe, was 
h is  a b ility  to  conceptualize and 
a rticu la te  a  vision. A v ision  of 
q u a lity  education for Black people 
and th e  special resp o n sib ility  of 
Howard U n iversity  to  foster th a t  
education.
The Howard University Jazz 
Ensemble, u n d er the  d irec tion  of 
Fred Irb y  III, spen t 10 days in  
Peking th is  fall g iv ing concerts, 
m eeting Chinese m usic ians and 
perform ing  on television as p a r t  
of the  Royal Pacific C u ltu ra l Ex­
change p rogram  sponsored  by 
U nited A irlines and S ister Cities 
In te rnationa l.
The 18-member group w as joined 
on the  to u r  by choreographer 
Mike M alone’s eight-m em ber 
Dance Union. The tw o groups had 
competed w ith  n ea rly  100 D.C. a rea  
m usic and dance o rgan izations to 
w in  the  coveted chance to  rep re­
sen t the  n a tio n ’s cap ital in  i ts  s is ­
te r  city, Peking.
According to  Chinese officials, 
the  jazz ensem ble was the  f irs t 
jazz band to  v is it  C hina in  a  cu l­
tu ra l  exchange program . In  a 
s to ry  datelined Peking, October 26, 
Daniel Southerland , a  W ashington  
Post correspondent, described the  
recep tion  Chinese audiences gave 
to the  u n fam ilia r  m usic played by 
the  v is itin g  How ard group (a m ix­
tu re  of v a ria tio n s  on jazz s ta n d ­
ard s  and  o rig inal com positions 
th a t  w ould have been considered 
qu ite  “tam e” by m ost U.S. jazz 
audiences.)
“The Chinese reac tion  ranged  
from  cu rious and delighted to  
puzzled and  shocked,” he w rote. 
And later: “Chinese m usic ians v is ­
itin g  the  A m erican perfo rm ers 
d u rin g  reh ea rsa ls  have show n an  
in tense  in te re s t in  the  m usic or a t 
least in  the  m usic ians’ te c h ­
niques. ‘One Chinese m usician  al­
m ost craw led in to  m y  in s tru m e n t 
d u rin g  re h e a rsa l’ said  one m em ­
ber of the  How ard U n iversity  
group.”
In  the  above photo, Chinese m u­
sicians jo in  Ensem ble m em ber 
Sais K am alid iin  in  an  im prom ptu  
perform ance.
The College of Fine Arts honored 
Dexter Gordon, the  in flu en tia l jazz 
saxophonist who s ta rs  in  the  c r i t ­
ically acclaim ed film, “Round Mid­
night,” w ith  a special concert
tr ib u te  on December 2 before a 
fu ll house.
The tr ib u te  doubled as a 
fu n d ra ise r  to  e s tab lish  a jazz 
stud ies scho larsh ip  a t th e  u n iv e r­
s ity  in  the  nam e of Gordon’s fa­
ther, a physician  who was a 
Howard graduate.
The C ram ton A ud ito rium  con­
cert fea tu red  perform ances by 
singer Nancy W ilson, g u i ta r is t  
Stanley Jo rd an , th e  Iference 
B lanchard/D onald H arriso n  
Q uin tet and th e  Howard U niver­
s ity  Jazz Ensem ble, w ith  t ru m ­
peter Jo n  Paddis as special guest.
Among those m aking  h o n o rary  
p resen ta tions  to  Gordon a t the 
event were rep resen ta tives  of the 
D.C. Commission on the  A rts  and 
H um anities, the  S m ith son ian  In ­
s titu tio n , the  Office of the  Mayor 
and Congressm an Jo h n  Conyers 
(D-Mich.), au th o r of a House b ill to 
designate jazz as an  A m erican n a ­
tional trea su re .
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Speaking at the Tenth Annual 
Merze Tate Seminar in Diplo­
matic History in November an
A m erican jo u rn a lis t  predicted  
th a t  “Over the  n ex t 40 years, pop­
u lis t  Islam  w ill become the  m ost 
im p o rtan t ideological force in  the  
world.”
The pred iction  w as made a t the  
close of a lec tu re  on “Terrorism  
and D issent in  the  T h ird  World” 
by Robin B. W right, a  form er cor­
responden t for the  C hristian  Sci­
ence Monitor, The W ashington  
Post, the  London Sunday  Times 
and CBS News and  a u th o r of “Sa­
cred Rage: The C rusade of Modern 
Islam.” She is c u rre n tly  a fellow at 
the  Carnegie Endow m ent for In te r­
na tiona l Peace.
Earlier, W right had sough t to  de­
h u n k  w h a t she sees as the  m iscon­
ception th a t  M uslim  fu n d am en ­
ta lis ts  w ho favor te r ro r is t  tac tics  
rep resen t “some m onolith ic  an ti- 
A m erican force.” W hile th is  is no t 
tru e , she said, these  groups do 
have several th in g s  in  common, 
namely:
■ They don’t  see h ijack ings, bom b­
ings and o ther su ch  actions as an  
in itia tive , b u t  as a response, a re ­
sponse to  w h a t th ey  see as oppres­
sion. “Most feel th ey  are  acting  in  
defense of th e ir  fa ith , d ig n ity  and 
independence and  ag a in st those 
who oppress them .”
■ Theirs is a  rebellion  aga in st 
W esternization, n o t ag a in st m od­
ern ization . They w an t an tib io tics  
and o ther technological benefits of 
the  West, she p o in ted  out, h u t  th ey  
don’t  w an t these  benefits “on 
term s d icta ted  by th e  II. S.”
■ They have the  su p p o rt of a sec­
ond generation, “one know ing
no th in g  b u t violence and  enmity?’ 
And w h a t th is  po rtends, she be­
lieves, is th a t  “te rro rism  as a 
m eans of d issen t w ill escalate.”
For those in  th is  second genera­
tion, as well as th e ir  elders, “M ili­
ta n t  Islam  has become an  effective 
idiom of dissent,” and  one th e  U.S. 
m u st come to  g rip s w ith , she em­
phasized. To sim ply blam e I ra n  for 
th e  increase  of te r ro rism  in  the  
T h ird  World w ould be m isguided, 
in  her view, because she sees 
I ra n ’s role as e ssen tia lly  “to  in ­
sp ire  and  prom ote those who were 
already  angered and  a lready  
com m itted.”
In  a  response to  W right’s lec­
tu re , M ohammed El-Khawas of the  
U n iversity  of the  D istric t of Co­
lum bia, po in ted  o u t th a t  “te r ­
ro rism  is alm ost everyw here” and 
th a t  “i t  is n o t a new  phenom enon. 
In  fact, th e  U.S. was bo rn  in  te r ­
ro rism . To th e  B ritish , George 
W ashington was a  te r ro r is t. Ter­
ro rism  is caused  because some 
group is n o t in  agreem ent w ith  
the  estab lished  order?’
W ith I ra n  splashed all over the  
news, the  tw o p resen ta tio n s  
proved b o th  tim ely  and  lively. As 
such , they  seemed in  keeping w ith  
the  sp ir it  of the  Merze Tate Semi­
n a r  in  Diplomatic H is to ry  w h ich  
is nam ed in  honor of the  d is t in ­
guished  professor em erita  of h is ­
to ry  a t Howard, th e  a u th o r of 
num erous p ioneering books in  the  
a rea  of diplom atic h istory .
Lawrence E. Gary, d irec to r of the 
In s t i tu te  for U rban  A ffairs and 
Research since 1972 and  professor 
in  the  G raduate School of A rts  and 
Sciences and  the  School of Social
Work a t How ard U niversity, has 
been appointed to  an  endowed 
ch a ir  a t H u n te r College in  New 
York City for the  c u rre n t academic 
year.
A ccording to  Professor Gary, he 
is th e  f ir s t  Black educato r to  hold 
the  academic t it le  of H enry  and 
Lucy Moses D istingu ished  V isit­
ing Professor a t th e  college. He 
w ill r e tu r n  to  How ard a t the  end 
of h is  y ea r’s tenu re .
Professor G ary came to  Howard 
in  1971 and  served as a s s is ta n t to 
the  vice p residen t for academic a f­
fa irs  u n t i l  1972. In  addition  to 
heading th e  In s t i tu te  for U rban  
A ffairs and  R esearch, he also 
serves (since 19%) as d irec to r of 
the  u n iv e rs ity ’s M ental H ealth  Re­
search  and  Development Center.
The seventh annual Charles H. 
Thompson Lecture in November
fea tu red  a d iscussion  of “The Haz­
ards in  Black H igher Education” 
by two m en who are  em inen tly  
qualified to  address the  topic: Her-
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i tu s  of Lincoln U niversity, and 
L u ther H. Poster, p residen t em er­
i tu s  of Tuskegee University.
In  opening h is  p resen tation , 
B ranson rem inded h is  audience 
th a t  “Black colleges are  viewed hy 
m any w h ites  and  all too m any 
Blacks as inadequate  and 
ineffectual.”
He th en  no ted  some of the  steps 
Black educational in s t i tu tio n s  
m u st take to  overcome these  per­
ceptions, am ong them : “dem olish­
ing the  notion  th a t  o u r colleges 
deserve only trick les  of p riva te  
con tribu tions;” es tab lish in g  p ro ­
gram s to  com bat the  decrease in  
the num ber of Blacks in  g raduate  
school; p reparing  s tu d e n ts  for a 
com puterized age; and addressing  
the problem  of the  h ig h  drop o u t 
ra te  among Black college males.
Poster cited sm all and  slipping 
enro llm ents, incom e th a t  is heav­
ily  dependent on tu itio n , p lan t de­
te rio ra tio n  and  goals th a t  a re  in  
p a in fu l need of reshap ing  as some 
of the  key problem s p lagu ing  h is ­
to rically  Black colleges today.
Not su rp ris in g ly  for a  m an  who 
was once a budget officer a t 
Howard and business  m anager of 
Tuskegee, he called for “s tra teg ic  
m anagem ent” as the  f ir s t  line of 
defense aga in st these  problem s. In 
h is  view, “stra teg ic  m anagem ent 
can help build  s tre n g th s  for any 
in s ti tu tio n  — w hatever its  
mission.”
The lec tu re  series’ previous 
guest speakers w ere B enetta  
Jules-R osette, E dm und W Gordon, 
F lo re tta  Dukes McKenzie, B ernard  
W H arleston, A llison Davis and 
Stephen J. W right.
Charles H. Thompson, for whom  
the  series is nam ed, w as an  in flu ­
en tia l educator w ho acted in  m any 
roles a t Howard. He was c h a irm an  
of the  D epartm ent of Education, 
dean of the  College of L iberal A rts, 
dean of the  G raduate School and 
founder/ed ito r of The Journa l o f  




Audrey B. Chapman, a fam ily  
th e ra p is t w ith  th e  Howard U ni­
v e rs ity  Counseling Center, has 
been a t the  cen ter of a  w h irlw in d  
of pub lic ity  su rro u n d in g  h e r re ­
cen tly  released book, “M an Shar­
ing: Dilemma or Choice?”
She w as guest of honor a t a re ­
ception a t the  National P ress Club 
to  m ark  publication  of the  book, 
has prom oted i t  on n a tiona l telev i­
sion shows as well as on local r a ­
dio and television program s, 
includ ing  th e  u n iv e rs ity ’s WHMM- 
TV Evening Exchange program  
and WHUR radio, and  has been the 
subject of num erous new spaper 
artic les  and colum ns.
“Chapm an takes a h a rd  look at 
b o th  the  pros and cons of sh a rin g
a m an  in  an  e ra  w here exclusive 
re la tionsh ip s are  h a rd  to  come by, 
and dem onstra tes how wom en can 
ac tua lly  benefit from  th is  h a rs h  
social reality?’ no tes a p ress re ­
lease from  th e  publisher, W illiam 
M orrow & Co.
Joshua Smith, president and 
ch ief executive officer of the  M ax­
im a C orporation, speaking  a t a 
Sem inar on In te llec tua l P ro p erty  
Law a t the  law school, c ited  “an  
a la rm ing  lack of Black entrepre- 
n e u rs h ip ’ as “th e  g rea tes t social 
problem  for Black people.”
In  h is  ta lk , Sm ith  also d is­
cussed the  g ro w th  and develop­
m ent of the  M axim a Corporation, 
a Rockville, Md.-based in fo rm a­
tion  m anagem ent services, p rod­
u c ts  and  supplies firm , w h ich  
Black E n te rp rise  in  1985 nam ed 
the  fas te s t grow ing Black-owned 
firm  in  the  U.S.
In  sh a rin g  some reasons beh ind  
h is  com pany’s success, he em pha­
sized the  im portance of developing 
a sound financial p lan  (“You have 
to  p lan  and  p lan  and p lan ”), of de­
livering  on one’s prom ises and  of 
re ly ing  on legal counsel before u n ­
d ertak in g  any  new  action.
Other p resen ta tions  a t the  sem i­
n a r  dealt w ith  pa ten ts , trade 
secrets, genetic engineering, 
copyrights, tradem arks and career 
o p p o rtun itie s  in  in te llec tu a l prop­
e rty  law  (i.e. law  th a t  deals w ith  
nontangib le  property.)
In  opening the  sem inar, Law 
School Dean J. Clay Sm ith, Jr., 
s tre ssed  the  need for m ore m inor­
i ty  law yers w ith  backgrounds in  
science, eng ineering  and  m athe­
m atics to  m eet th e  dem ands of an  
increasing ly  technological world.
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He cited  the  revo lu tion  in  genetic 
engineering  as one w h ich  m u st he 
of special concern  to  m ino ritie s  
and d is tr ib u ted  a 36-page bib li­
ographic index he p repared  of 
new spaper a rtic le s  on the  sub ject 
over the  p a s t five years.
In  the  in tro d u c tio n  to  the  index, 
he w rote: “Science is a  reveren t 
d iscipline, b u t  i t  canno t and  m u st 
no t be left unno ticed  or u n s c ru t i ­
nized w hen i t  involves su ch  g rea t 
political, social, m oral and  legal is ­
sues as those associated  w ith  ge­
netic  engineering.”
The In te llec tua l P ro p erty  Law 
A ssociation cosponsored the  event 
w ith  the  law school.
The Department of Radiother­
apy of Howard U n iversity  Hospi­
ta l recen tly  perform ed the  f irs t 
h y p e rth e rm ia  tre a tm e n t on a c an ­
cer p a tien t in  the  m etropo litan  
area.
The trea tm en t, w h ich  involves 
sub jecting  the  cancer s ite  to  ex­
trem ely  h ig h  tem p era tu res , was
once considered experim ental. But 
w hen used  in  com bination  w ith  
rad ia tion  therapy, i t  is rap id ly  be­
coming a s ta n d a rd  w eapon in  the 
fight aga in st cancer, especially  for 
pa tien ts  w ith  re c u r re n t or re ­
sidual tum ors.
A  number of faculty members
from  the  u n iv e rs ity  pa rtic ip a ted  
in  w orkshops sponsored  by the  
Congressional Black Caucus a t the  
groupfe 16th a n n u a l legislative for­
um s in  October.
The Howard group included 
Clive Callender, d irec to r of the  
T ransp lan t Center a t the  u n iv e r­
sity, Alyce Gullatee, d irec to r of the  
In s t i tu te  for D rug Abuse and  Ad­
diction, E. E the lbert Miller, d irec­
to r  of the  Afro-Am erican Resource 
Center and re tire d  jo u rn a lism  p ro ­
fessor Sam Yette.
The great division in American 
society is n o t so m uch  betw een 
Blacks and w h ites  as betw een 
“those w ho have hope and  those 
who have given up,” declared Sen. 
Paul Simon (D-Ill.) in  a December 3 
address a t the  un iversity . The 
address c o n s titu te d  the  E igh th  
A nnual M ordecai W yatt Jo h n so n  
Lecture, nam ed in  honor of the  
13th Howard p residen t who 
served the  u n iv e rs ity  for 34 
years.
Simon identified education  and 
jobs as the  c ritica l fac to rs  w h ich  
give people hope. In  th is  ligh t, he 
w arned  of “the  slippage in  the  
percentage of Blacks a ttend ing  
colleges and un iversities .” We 
have to  provide m ore — n o t less —
educational o p p o rtu n itie s  for 
people, he said.
“The n ex t g rea t step  to  take,” he 
added, “is to  g u a ran tee  a  job to 
every person.” He called a tte n tio n  
to  two tren d  lines: “1) the  dem and 
for u n sk illed  labor is going down; 
2) the  pool of un sk illed  labor is 
going up.” Therefore, he said, “th is  
m eans we face a choice betw een 
paying  people for doing n o th in g  — 
since w e’re  n o t going to  let people 
s ta rv e  — or pay ing  people for do­
ing som eth ing  . . .  We have to  tu r n  
the  liab ility  of unem ploym ent 
in to  an  asset,” he observed.
At the  end of h is  lec tu re , the  
senato r tu rn e d  philosophical: “I t ’s 
im p o rtan t th a t  we look beyond 
ourselves . . . Somehow w hen  we 
lif t o thers, we lif t  ourselves.” □
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